PVSL Rules

The Place Vanier Softball League (PVSL) will adhere to the rules as set forth in the Slo-Pitch National (SPN) Rule Book, however with the general acknowledgement that the PVSL is a “3-pitch” league not using umpires during the regular season.  Therefore any reference to balls, walks, umpires, etc. is not relevant.  Team Captains will be responsible for the “umpiring” of the games.

1) The following is the absolute #1 rule of the PVSL:

“First, play safe. Second, play fair. Most importantly, have fun, it’s just a game. Abusive and aggressive behaviour, either physical or verbal, directed to team mates and/or opponents will not be tolerated.”

2) The following rules as outlined in the SPN Rule Book have been removed:

	Rule
	Section

	2
	9A, 9B, Effect (10) & 11

	3
	3, 5, 12, 50, 57, 64, 66, 87

	4
	1, 4D (1st note), 4E, 

	5
	3B, 3C, 5, 6, 7, Effect (8A / B), 8 (note), 9, 10D

	6
	2C, 3A, 4A, 4B, Effect (4A), 5D, 6D, 6E, 7, 10

	7
	Effect (2), 3S, 7, 11B, 12

	8
	2B, 3A, 3B, 3D, 12J, 13, 14B

	9
	2E, 3J

	10
	2, 3A, 3D, 3E, 3N, 11C-F, 11M-U, 12E

	11
	2B, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

	12
	All

	13
	All

	14
	All


3) The following rules as outlined in the SPN Rule Book have been modified:

	Rule
	Section

	2.4
	Bases do not need to be fastened.

	3
	BUNT LINE is a line extending from the COMMITEMENT LINE, in an arch from 3rd base line to the 1st base line (20’ from home plate)

	3.39
	or any method in which a batter makes it home before the end of the play.

	3.47
	Extends to the grass line

	3.63
	Extends to the grass line

	3.67
	No closer than the bunt line

	3.72
	Change “batter” to “fielder”…any time the fielders are not ready

	3.76
	Any pitch that that is not hit by the batter

	3.81
	To be used in playoff elimination games only.

	4.2
	As decided by the team captains.

	4.3
	Game time is 4:45pm and cannot start later than 5:00pm.  Any game started after 5:00pm is considered a default by the team not able to field the minimum number of players required.

	4.4B
	To be used in playoff elimination games only.

	4.4F
	Changed to 5 run rule.

	5.1
	Change to a minimum of 8 players, where 3 are females. 

	5.2
	Remove Pitcher.  Include 2 Rovers.

	5.2A
	Change to Infielders, as Outfielders and Rovers cannot position themselves in the infield until the ball is hit.  Change 50’ to Base Path.

	5.3
	Change to a minimum of 8 players, where 3 are females. Infielders must be comprised of a minimum of 2 females.

	5.4
	Remove “in uniform”

	6.4D
	Change “20 seconds” to “a reasonable amount of time”

	Effect (6.4)
	Change to a strike rather than a ball.

	Effect (6.7A-C)
	Change to a strike rather than a ball.

	7.1
	Change to “UNLIMITED BATTING ORDER A team may bat as many players as they wish – maximum of 10 players on the field at any one time.  A team must finish the game with at least 8 players in the line-up.”

	7.2
	Batting orders are to be shared if requested by the opposing team captain.  The batting order must not exceed two males in a row, unless there are more than twice the number of males as females in the lineup.

	7.6A
	Change to” For each fairly delivered pitched ball by the pitcher.”

	Effect (7.9D)
	Unless the baserunner is on 3rd base, in which they must return safely to the base and cannot “tag up” and go home.

	7.11A
	Change to any method in which a batter makes it home before the end of the play.

	Effect (7.11A)
	Change to the batter will be allowed 2 bases (double).

	8.2
	Remove hitting the pitcher.

	8.6C
	Unless that base runner is on 3rd base, where he/she cannot advance to home plate.

	8.6J
	Remove the pitcher.

	8.12E
	Unless that base runner is on 3rd base, where he/she cannot advance to home plate.

	8.12L
	Remove the pitcher

	8.14A
	Change to include all bases.

	8.15
	Change to “A COURTESY RUNNER is an eligible player of the same gender from the offensive team who replaces a base runner. If there are no courtesy runners or substitutions available to take the place of a courtesy runner that is on base when that player is to be up to bat, an out shall be declared. The courtesy runner must then replace the base runner for the entire game.”

	9.2K
	Remove the pitcher

	9.3H
	If the ball hits the pitcher, the ball is dead is called a strike.

	10
	Umpires will be only used for playoff games.  During the regular season, the pitcher is responsible for calling base runners outs on all bases, unless there is a 1st base coach, who will be responsible to call base runners out at 1st base and home plate.

	10.5C
	Change to only strikes

	10.5H
	Add “calls last inning”

	10.11 C,
	No signal required.

	11.1
	Individual teams will maintain their own runs scored and the opposing team’s runs scored.

	11.2A
	Only the first names of players are sufficient.

	11.3B
	A team is only required to maintain 1) The final score and 2) Runs batted in and by whom.  In addition, the team is required to maintain the total runs batted in of the opposing team.


4) The following rules have been added to the SPN Rule Book:

	In order for a player to qualify for the playoffs, a player must have played a minimum of 6 regular season games, or one third of total games. (i.e. rainouts, heat cancellations) ex: 12 games / 3 = 4 games to qualify. A captain may appeal to the league in the event her/his team is faced with a deficit of eligible players.


